
Academic Alley 
Mathematics fluency is critical for students. Memorizing math facts increases students 

speed and proficiency. It allows more time to evaluate problems and solve complicated 

real world issues related to logic.  It also increases the chance that they will learn to 

love math.   

Spending time playing games together at the kitchen table or in the car can truly help 

students gain mathematical minds and logical reasoning skills. Here are just a few ideas 

you can try with a regular deck of cards: 

 War and Gin Rummy  

 Try this card game for addition, subtraction and  algebra. You will need three people. 

Two people hold a card facing each other on their foreheads (you can not see your 

own card) the third person adds up the cards. Each person has to guess the card on 

their forehead by determining the missing amount. If the players are of equal math 

ability, you can see who guesses first. If they are not, each player can have a cer-

tain amount of time. Either you can take the picture cards out of the deck or use 

them as ten points each. As you get better at the game, you can assign them points. 

Specialty decks or games: 

 Uno is a great card game related to matching. 

 SET is an excellent card game related to patterning. 

 Dominoes 

 Rummikub 

In the car: 

 Try figuring out the number of exits between the one you 

are passing and the exit you will leave the highway. 

 Review basic math addition and subtraction facts.  

 Count lamp posts. 

 Count the number of cars of specific colors 

AMPS  

Be Safe, Be Happy, Learn A Lot 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2014 
The character education 

theme for December is 

CARING, SHARING and 

KINDNESS! 

November 24  
15 minute Early  

Dismissal Drill. Please 

be at your bus stops 
15 minutes early. 

December Calendar 
1-4—PTO Holiday 

Shoppe for AMPS  
Students 
 
5– Holiday Movie Night—
Frozen @ High School – 
see Fliers section 
 
1-12—Toy Drive 
Please send in  unwrapped, 

new toys for those in our 

community who are struggling 

to make this a special holiday 

season. They will be wrapped 

here and delivered to the 

appropriate age children. 

 
6—PTO Breakfast with 
Santa @ AMPS  
8:30 am-11:30 am 
 
11—Parent Teacher Con-
ferences 
STUDENT DISMISSAL @ 
11:15—Please be at the 
bus stop to pickup your 
children  
Accordingly 
 

12– Parent Teacher Con-
ferences –NO  

STUDENT  

ATTENDANCE 
 
19– PAJAMA DAY! 
 

12/22/14-1/5/15 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

SAFETY DRILLS 
Throughout the course of the year, we run a number of drills to help us ensure the greatest 
possible safety for your children. In the near future we will be practicing lock downs, lock 

outs and emergency weather dismissal drills. Please do not be alarmed if your child comes 
home and says that we had a “lock down” today. These are practice drills to ensure that 

everyone is aware of what do in case of an emergency, that the best practices are in place 

and that contingencies are considered. If there was a real emergency you would be contact-
ed through our blackboard connect system as soon as possible. 

 
 

HOLIDAY OUTINGS 

Whether you belong to the Comsewogue Public Library or the Port Jefferson Public Library 
holiday treasures await you. Each library has free passes to a number of local and NYC 

based cultural events. Passes to: The Long Island Children’s Museum, The Intrepid Sea, Air 
and Space Museum, The Hecksher Museum of Art, The Fire Island Lighthouse, The Chil-

dren’s Museum of the East End and The Brooklyn Botanical Garden are just a few of the 
passes available. For additional information go to:: 
Comsewogue Library (928-1212) Go to the website  comsjref@suffolk.lib.ny.us 

Click on the Go & Explore section or cplib.org 

Port Jefferson Library call to make a reservation (473-0022) or go directly to the library 


